President’s Volunteer Service Award
Guidelines for Troop 783

The Presidential Volunteer Service Award (PVSA) is a national award given to adults and youth to honor and encourage volunteer service.  The award is earned over a 12-month period; requirements vary depending on the age of the volunteer.  

Service hour requirements:
	
	Youth 14 and under
	Young Adults (15-25)
	Adults over 25

	Gold Award
	100 or more hours
	250 or more hours
	500 or more hours

	Silver Award
	75-99 hours
	175-249 hours
	250-499 hours

	Bronze Award
	50-74 hours
	100-174 hours
	100-249 hours


Service hours are earned through a variety of non-profit organizations, including scouting activities.  Other opportunities include volunteer projects through religious organizations, schools, environmental groups, and community outreach programs.   Important to note:  Although 783 does not allow you to submit service hours completed for a group that is solely a service oriented organization because you would be getting double credit, you may submit these hours for the PVSA.
Service hours may not be court mandated, nor may you be paid for the hours served.  
In order to receive credit for service hours, you must present a certificate or letter, signed by the organizing group leader, verifying the hours served.  The letter should clearly state your name, the volunteer activity and organization, and the hours served.  Service hours earned with the troop will be added to your record automatically, but you are responsible for signing in and out.
Due Dates:     Scouts may choose one of three time periods.   Once you have chosen one time period to follow, it may be difficult to switch the following year, but not impossible.
June to June is appropriate for scouts who participated in service hours over the summer and would like to start receiving credit as of the beginning of the summer.  This might also be good for high school students as they think about college applications.  The drawback is that you would need to have or be able to get letters verifying service.   You could receive your award at the start of the scouting year or the November Court of Honor.

September to September is appropriate for Scouts who would like to start now and follow the typical school year schedule.  This should also work for high school students and college applications.  Awards would be given out at the November or March Court of Honor.

January to January is appropriate for those Scouts who would like to follow a typical calendar year or for younger scouts who have recently joined the troop.  Awards would be given out at the March or June Court of Honor.  
Ages:     Those scouts turning 15 during the12-month time period should accomplish at least 75% of their hours while 14 in order to be considered in the youth category.
More information can be found at www.presidentialserviceawards.gov. 

